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President’s Message 
September Edition by: Drew Grant 

As of July 1st, a new Society year began with ASHRAE and the Arkansas Chapter is beginning 
the new year with a change in chapter leadership.  We 
appreciate the hard work, time, and commitment that Steve 
McConnell provided in his year as Chapter President.  Other 
people have noticed his hard work too. 

At the Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference (CRC), Steve was 
honored with the Jack Thompson Award for best chapter 
president in Region VIII for 2019-2020.  Please take a minute to 
send Steve your appreciation and congratulate him on his 
achievement.  Other awards were given at the CRC in 
recognition of the hard work by more Arkansas chapter 
volunteers.  A list of the achievements is provided later in the 
newsletter. Congratulations, Steve! 

What a crazy year we have had for 2020 thus far. I am certain most of you would agree, that 
COVID has put a damper on a lot of things we typically do and enjoy, however, I’m sure it’s 
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given us all more time to evaluate the important things in life along with making some 
adjustments with our families, our work, and our community.  

With ASHRAE especially, we have had to adapt this year with how we host our meetings, how 
we do our events, etc.  I couldn’t be more thankful for an excellent team and I’m really pleased 
with the group of officers and committee chairs working along-side of me this year. Their 
enthusiasm to provide great value to our members makes me believe that a repeat 
performance of the previous year’s accomplishment is possible.   

The new board and committee chairs have already had planning meetings in preparation for 
the upcoming year. The goals and plans for this year are to repeat the excellent performance 
of the previous year and to do a few additional things that will continue to bring exceptional 
value to our members.  Here are three main areas of focus that we have for the year. 

2020-2021 CHAPTER GOALS 
COMMUNITY (CONNECT) 

My biggest goal for the Chapter this year is to create 
opportunities for good community fun. Despite the climate 
we have been dealt, it’s important to make sure that we are 
still creating a community within our organization. Please be 
on the lookout for ways that you can connect with your 
fellow ASHRAE chapter members at the events that are 
upcoming and invite others in your circle to join us too. 

INCREASE MEMBERSHIP (GROW) 

Another one of my goals this year is to create more 
opportunities with our engineering Students, specifically 
ATU, ASU, and UALR. It’s my hope and that we can get them 
more engaged with our chapter meetings and technical 
sessions by leveraging virtual meetings that have become 
very commonplace this year.  We recognize the distance 
that they have to travel to attend meetings in person, but 
technology should be used to make it easier for our student 
members to be involved.  Additionally, if we are doing a 
good job at connecting and having fun at our events, the 
natural outcome of this should be more people wanting to 
join our organization. 

CREATING VALUE & INFLUENCE (SERVE) 

And lastly, I believe it’s important to always look for great 
leadership that can bring value to our Chapter, and our members. 
If you are looking for a good reason to be involved in ASHRAE, can 
we entice you with the opportunity for international travel? The 
’20-‘21 CRC is in Monterrey Mexico in April. We encourage all of 
our chapter leaders to attend the CRC for training workshops and 
it just so happens that the CRC is in Monterrey. The people in the 

Monterrey Chapter are very passionate about ASHRAE and love to show off their city.  Regional 
officers who have travelled to Monterrey have been very complimentary of the host chapter 
and the city.  Look for more information to follow about the CRC as we move throughout the 
year.   
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 CHAPTER PROGRAMS 

CRC – CHAPTER REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE UPDATE 
2019-2020 

The Arkansas Chapter team had a successful year under President, Steve 
McConnell. In addition to his Jack Thompson 
Award, Fallon Lee, Insight Engineering, 
brought home the outstanding Student 
Activities Chair Award. Fallon, Congrats on 
your great success leading your team to an 
exceptional year. Ron McCarty, Powers of 
Arkansas, received PAOE Awards for Honor 
Roll and Special Citation for his 2018-2019 Role as President. Great work 
Ron, and thank you for your continued support and dedication to the 
Arkansas Chapter.  Best Programs Chair is awarded to the person that 
creates great value to their Chapter by bringing in great program topics 

This Year Cruz Eslick, CTTC Chair has done 
an excellent job coordinating with his 
committee to put together great programs 
and tech session opportunities. Mark your 
calendars for these upcoming events. 
Thank you Cruz for all you hard work 
planning and coordinating. 



to its members. Drew Grant was Awarded with the Region VIII CTTC 
Award – Best Programs Chair.  

A fantastic leader in our industry, Bill 
Harrison, of Harrison Energy Partners, 
was elected to the CTTC Region VIII Hall 
of Fame. Bill Congratulations on your 
continued Success in ASHRAE, and we 
thank you for your leadership and 
continued investment that you share to 
our chapter each year.  Dwight Bailey of 

Air Filter Systems, Russell Black, and team 
presented a Case Study that was done at the 
University of Arkansas on Battling Moisture. 
Their Case Study was published in HPAC 
Engineering and was selected for a Region VIII 
CTTC Technology Award. Congratulations AFSI on 
winning this award! Steve Keen of Powers of 
Arkansas received RP Awards. He brought home 

Treasury Ribbon, Full Circle Chevron, and Endowment Chevron. Thank 
you Steve for your commitment to serving our chapter. Congrats on your 
success as RP Chair in 2018-2019. 

ASHRAE 
COOK OUT 
HOSTED BY YEA 



JOIN ASHRAE 
TECHNICAL RESOURCES 

Access the world’s largest library of HVACR related technical 
information. Members get: 

• ASHRAE Journal
• HPB Magazine
• ASHRAE Handbook (for Member and Associate grade members)
• ASHRAE Technology Portal
• Discounts in the Bookstore
• Building EQ Portal
• 90.1 Portal

PROFESSIONAL NETWORK 

Grow your network at the local, regional, and international level, both 
in-person and online. 

• 187 Chapters within 15 Regions keep members connected at the
local level through meetings and events.

• Society Conferences and Chapter Regional Conferences provide
networking and unparalleled learning opportunities.

• Connect with members across the globe on social media.

CAREER & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES 

Develop personally and professionally with continuing education, 
certification, and leadership programs. 

• ASHRAE Learning Institute & eLearning
• YEA Leadership Programs
• ASHRAE Jobs
• Certifications
• Free PDHs from the Annual Webcast

join.ashrae.org 



Member & Associate 
Grades 

Affiliate Grades Student Grades 

Benefit Regular 
Developing 
Economy 

Regular 
Developing 
Economy 

Regular 
Developing 
Economy 

Membership Dues $209 $105 
$53 (year 1) 
$79 (year 2) 

$105 (year 3) 

$27 (year 1) 
$40 (year 2) 
$53 (year 3) 

$21 $11 

Reduced Registration fee 
for Conferences 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

ASHRAE Handbook Free Print/PDF PDF No No $49 Print 
$29 PDF 

$49 Print 
$29 PDF 

ASHRAE Handbook 
Online 

1st year free. 
$33 upon 

membership 
renewal 

$209 $209 $209 $49 $49 

Discounts on 
Publications 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Discounts on 
Education/Certification 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Networking at Chapter, 
Regional, Society level 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Hold Office and Vote Yes Yes No No No No 

Participate on 
Committees 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Monthly ASHRAE Journal Yes Digital Only Yes Digital Only Yes Digital Only 

Quarterly High 
Performing Buildings 

Magazine 
Yes Digital Only Yes Digital Only Digital Only Digital Only 

HVAC&R Newsletter Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Access to ASHRAE 
Technology Portal 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Digital Subscription to 
Science and 

Technology for the Built 
Environment 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Group Health Insurance 
Benefits: Various 

Products and services 
at a discounted rate 

(residing in the US only) 

Yes No Yes No No No 



ASHRAE Sustainability
By: Clayton Kinley

Sustainability is an important piece of the Presidential Initiatives set in place by ASHRAE Society this 
coming year. The Sustainability team is currently underway with planning events that we can participate 
in as a Chapter in the community to help make our city a better place to live and to engage the 
initiatives that are set in place for us this calendar year. 

On Aug 26th The Arkansas Chapter of ASHRAE Sustainability Team 
met with representatives of Habitat for Humanity to engage in a 
conversation about what it would take to partner with them for the 
foreseeable future.  

We discussed about joining forces to work together to help with their Pocket Development Construction 
sites where they are building 1200SQFT starter homes for people in the community.  

Kelly Fleming, Managing Director and Caleb Garcia, board Member of the 
Central AR organization says they have some projects that we can partner 
with that would be slated for start in the fall of 2020. 

Our next meeting slated for 9/3 to tour the area of where construction will 
take place to see how we partner with them to help with the next phase of 
homes. 

The Sustainability Committee is looking for 2-3 volunteers to help plan this year’s Sustainability projects! 
Low commitment; we will run the committee primarily through email and maybe meet once or twice for a 
lunch meeting. Please contact Clayton Kinley at clayton.kinley@trane.com or 501-529-4321 if interested


	INSIDE THIS ISSUE
	2020-2021 CHAPTER GOALS
	 CHAPTER PROGRAMS 
	CRC – CHAPTER REGIONAL CONFERENCE UPDATE
	2019-2020

	ASHRAE COOK OUT
	HOSTED BY YEA

	TITLE GOES HERE
	TITLE GOES HERE
	SUBTITLE GOES HERE




