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President’s Message 
February 2021 Edition 

by: Drew Grant 

Greetings, chapter members! I hope your New Year as started off 
successful for you and your families.   

February has come flying in with opportunity for you to engage in 
our Chapter through community events (CONNECT), plugging in and 
gaining knowledge through our Chapter Programs (GROW), and 
participation in fundraising for our Chapter thru our Research 
Promotion Events. These events will create prime opportunity to 

engaging in SERVING in our Chapter. (SERVE) The goals defined in parenthesis were 
the goals we started the 2020-2021 ASHRAE Calendar year with and we are keeping 
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them despite all the curve balls we have been thrown as an organization over the past 
year. If you have not had a chance to connect or serve at any of our events, I 
encourage to do so!  

ASHRAE Members will be meeting up Jan 29th at Paintball Arkansas enjoying an 
opportunity for a community outing. Please come and enjoy this fun filled afternoon 
of fellowship. RSVP as soon as you can.  

Our Program Speaker for the Month of February is Jeff Scanes with Johnson Controls. 
He will be talking to us about Airflow Applications for Critical Environments. Look for 
the registration link from Cruz to get ready for this virtual Chapter Program through 
Zoom Meetings.  

Jeff is Business Development Manager, Critical 
Environment Controls at Johnson Controls. 
Educated in England, Jeff holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Electronic Engineering and has 
more than 20 years of Laboratory and Healthcare 
critical environment sales engineering experience. 

Also, this month, we will enjoy a continuation of 
History Tech session by Jim Monk. Jim has been an exceptional leader in our industry 
and in The Arkansas Chapter of ASHRAE and we are grateful that he will be giving an 
inside look into our Chapter’s History.  

 

 

The 2021 AHR Expo originally scheduled to be held Jan 25-27 in Chicago 
has been cancelled. The 2021 ASHRAE Winter Virtual Conference will take 
place on an online format Feb 9-11, and will include a mixture of live, pre-
recorded and on-demand sessions. Check out ASHRAE WINTER 
CONFERENCE for more details and get registered today! 
WWW.ASRHAE.ORG 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-
19) RESPONSE 
RESOURCES FROM 
ASHRAE AND OTHERS 

CLICK HERE
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We have several events coming up soon to raise funds for our great AR Chapter. 
Research Promotion Chair, Steve McConnell has been creative in his efforts to raise 
money for our chapter during his campaign year. Our upcoming Fundraiser will be 
held with Taco’s 4 Life.  

In our efforts to get the participation 
out of our members during this 
fundraiser opportunity, we thought 
it would be great to work regionally. 
Taco’s 4 Life is partnering with us in 
(4) locations across Central 
Arkansas. You can find those 
locations at the bottom of the flyer. 
You will have the opportunity for 
lunch or dinner between the hours 
of 11am-9pm for dine in or carry out. 
Also, if you are a business owner, 
and would like to cater an event or 
to your employees, this counts as 
part of the fundraiser. All we must 
do is let them know you are part of 
the Arkansas Chapter of ASHRAE. 
We appreciate your help to raise 
funds for out chapter and look 
forward to this fundraising event.  

Our next event coming up this year 
is the Trap Shoot. This event has grown every year that we have offered it. Ron 
McCarty, part of the Social Committee has done a great job putting this event together 
for us. Whether you are a seasoned veteran, just needing some target practice or a 
first timer, come join at this great event! Check out the Chapter webpage to get your 
team registered today or click the image below!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ashrae.org/make-a-gift
https://arkansasashrae.starchapter.com/images/downloads/ashrae_trap_shoot_2021__draft__2_.pdf


 

 

Our Chapter Officer team and you as a member has 
elected a nomination committee team to help land out 
next Officer to lead our Great Chapter. Over the next 
month, this team led by Kim Koch, Insight Engineering, 
pictured to your right, will be working together 
interviewing candidates and finding that exact person.  

Thank you to this team and for volunteering your time this 
year to serve on the 2021’ Nomination committee.  

 

The late Ray Arledge memorial fund has been established and 
is in hopes of finding a couple of candidates through 
engineering programs from ATU, ASU, & UALR to receive a 
substantial scholarship. We are grateful for this opportunity 
and thankful to the Arledge family to invest in the next leaders 
of our industry. The winning student(s) could receive as much 
as $8,000.00 in scholarship money. 

Our Student Activities Chair lead by Daniel Nehus, Harrison 
Energy Partners, has been working to get the scholarship 

application distributed out to the 
local Universities to students that are 
interested in the opportunity. The 
Arledge family will be reviewing 
scholarships to present to the best fit 
candidate! 

The University Arkansas Little Rock is 
hosting a Virtual Stem Fair Event on 
March 9th. The Arkansas Chapter will 
be participating in this event by 
engaging with current and future 
Engineering students about the 
benefits of being part of our great 
Arkansas Chapter ASHRAE. 

 

 

 

 

Click the Picture to learn more 
of how you as a Student can get 
plugged into our community! 

https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/communities/student%20zone/membership%20and%20meetings/student-member-brochure.pdf


The Historical Evolution of Arkansas ASHRAE 
By Russell Black, Historian 

 
 
As I researched Arkansas ASHRAE history late last year to develop the History tech sessions for 
December 2020 & February 2021, I was struck by the evolution of Arkansas ASHRAE through 
the years.  I was metaphorically reminded of the Tree of Philosophy expounded in René 
Descartes’ famous Principles of Philosophy where from a foundational base, knowledge grows 
and branches.  Arkansas ASHRAE from its foundational roots has grown naturally and 
organically and branched into many directions to serve the needs of its members. 
 

 
René Descartes’ Tree of Philosophy 

As Sam Cummings noted in his December Tech Session on the early history of Arkansas ASHRAE, the 
organization started out as a strictly professional, research. and technical organization, where suits and 
ties were the style.  However, in the early 1990’s, Arkansas ASHRAE started, while still retaining its 
professional and technical foundation, to expand into more social and outreach modes, starting with the 
Octoberfest gatherings and the collegiate chapter movement.  This flourishment of sociality in the 90’s 
set the growth pattern to what Arkansas ASHRAE is today.  Using Research Promotion as the modus 
operandi template for social events, we now have and have had through the years multitudinous social 
events:  golf tournaments, bowling competitions, skeet shooting, poker tournaments, vendor fairs, 
cookouts, etc. & etc. …. 

Regarding the outreach movement started in the 90’s, Arkansas ASHRAE has established several college 
chapters through the years at the University of Arkansas, UALR, ASU, and ATU.  In the 2000’s now, 



Student Activities has also become involved in outreach to K-12, and we have perennially had judges 
participate at local science fairs. 

This evolution of Arkansas ASHRAE, besides the tree metaphor, also reminds me of the higher needs 
fulfillment promulgated in Maslow’s famous Hierarchy of needs, specifically regarding the social, 
esteem, and self-actualization dimensions of individual human personality. 

 

Arkansas ASHRAE, and all ASHRAE for that matter, has grown continuously to establish programs to 
enrich the individuals in the membership, creating avenues for social growth and networking along with 
individual professional and leadership growth.  Arkansas ASHRAE has now developed diverse nurturing 
paths for its younger memberships through college scholarships, the YEA movement, and the collegiate 
chapters.  Young members can join the Arkansas ASHRAE BOG team to experience the camaraderie of 
the teamwork necessary to run the organization, with great opportunities to attend ASHRAE-sponsored 
leadership skills training programs.  All this helps a young person to develop the social networking, 
leadership skills, and professional growth that turns their potential into the self-respect, confidence, and 
experience necessary for professional success.   

And the ASHRAE Journal itself can be a significant source of intellectual stimulation for all members, 
young and older.  I recommend reading each incoming President’s mission statement.  They are rich 
veins of technical and intellectual gold.  For example, our own Bill Harrison’s Presidential address, 



Maintain to Sustain, was a seminal exposition on the effective integration of the design and operations 
phases of building technology.  ASHRAE is rich with this type of high-level professional literature.  

 

We should all be proud of our Arkansas ASHRAE chapter (and for ASHRAE in general) that its evolution 
has organically grown to embrace and nurture the expanded human potential of all its members. 
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